With its mandate to work on natural resource management, food security, and livelihoods and its attention to the social, economic, and environmental dimensions of sustainable development, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) has played a leading role in sustainable mountain development for many years. In 1992, FAO was appointed task manager for Chapter 13 of Agenda 21 entitled Managing Fragile Ecosystems: Sustainable Mountain Development (UNCED 1992) and acted as the lead agency for the International Year of Mountains in 2002. FAO is a member of the Mountain Partnership and hosts its Secretariat. From 2003 onward, FAO has also been mandated by the United Nations General Assembly to lead the annual observance of International Mountain Day on 11 December. Every two years, FAO prepares the Secretary General's Report to the United Nations General Assembly, in which it describes the status of sustainable mountain development at the national and international levels and provides suggestions for consideration by the Assembly. This statement reviews the latest actions in FAO's program on sustainable mountain development, watershed management, and forest hydrology, which includes normative work, a strong field program, and support for international processes. In addition, it summarizes the latest achievements of the Mountain Partnership.
Normative work
In close collaboration with its member countries, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations ' (FAO's) (Figure 1) , Guinea-Bissau, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Senegal, and Sierra Leone. The project is experiencing a critical moment in the transition from the first to second phase, which is expected to start in 2014 and focus on consolidating achievements as well as fostering country ownership and investment.
In Mauritania, Morocco, and Ecuador from June 2010 to May 2013, FAO implemented a Spanish-funded project for alleviating poverty and combating desertification through collaborative watershed management. Field implementation, capacity building, and institutional development were the main components of this successful interregional initiative. In close collaboration with all project partners, FAO is currently preparing for a second project phase, which aims to start in mid-2014. working toward the inclusion of mountain issues in the main international processes, negotiated texts, declarations, and outcome documents. MP members organize side events at major United Nations events and conventions and contribute to the preparation of the United Nations Secretary-General's biennial report to the General Assembly on mountains. They also promote advocacy and awarenessraising activities at the regional and national levels, for example, by supporting the work of National Mountain Committees. In September 2013, more than 100 members gathered in Erzurum, Turkey, for the MP's Fourth Global Meeting (Figure 2) . Participants representing governments, intergovernmental organizations, civil society organizations, and academic institutions approved a four-year strategy and governance plan, developed a two-year work plan, and elected a 16-member steering committee. The strategy, which will be implemented from 2014 to 2017 by governments and civil society groups that belong to the MP, is expected to step up sustainable mountain development across the world.
International processes
The program of the Erzurum meeting included plenary sessions on topics such as inclusion of mountains in the Post-2015 Development Agenda, regional coordination mechanisms for sustainable mountain development, and a knowledge platform for sustainable mountain development. On the third day, governments and organizations were selected to serve on the steering committee, and the assembly agreed on the Erzurum Conclusions. The Conclusions affirmed members' commitment to the MP and their willingness to work together to fulfill its vision to conserve mountain environments and improve the livelihoods of mountain people while also empowering them. In an effort to maintain the Partnership's forward-looking, inclusive, participatory, and dynamic character, the participants expressed their intent to continue promoting sustainable mountain development.
Outlook
FAO is experiencing an increase in the number of requests for technical assistance and policy advice related to sustainable mountain development, watershed management, and forest hydrology. This demonstrates the growing concern about mountain issues in both public and private sectors. Over the next few months, FAO and the MPS, in close collaboration with other MP members, will be actively engaged in promoting activities by mountain countries to raise political attention to mountains and advocate for their inclusion in the Sustainable Development Goals, which will take effect in 2015 when the Millennium Development Goals expire.
Links
Further information on FAO's multidisciplinary focus on sustainable mountain development is available on the following websites: www.mountainpartnership.org/ about/en/ www.fao.org/forestry/ internationalmountainday/en/ www.fao.org/forestry/ watershedmanagementand mountains/en/
